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Surrogate motherhood: legal matters

Practices such as surrogate maternity, which were unknown up to thirty years ago, pose new issues in 

the legal field. They are, however, issues that can usually be solved easily if handled with the right care, 

competence and experience.

The principle on which this practice is based is that it is the parents who pass on their genetic material. The 

person who carries the pregnancy forward and gives birth to a child who does not have her genes will not 

be its legal mother.

However, this principle is not recognised everywhere. It is therefore necessary to go to a country where 

genetic parenthood is recognised and which regulates the transferring of rights and duties of the bearer 

to the biological parents clearly.

A precise and detailed contract, which will pass the rigorous checks carried out by the legal authorities, 

guarantees transparency and safety throughout the procedure. The final result is a birth certificate where 

the parent is whoever passed on the genetic material. The document, legitimate and based on confirmable 

details, will be transcribed in Registry Offices.

In some cases, problems might arise concerning recognition upon re-entry into Italy. This is why it is 

necessary to rely upon those who know the procedures and legal order both of the host country and the 

country of origin.


